CCCOMMUNTY RELATIONS COMMISSION
2019 ANNUAL REPORT
Message from the Chair
The Community Relations Commission is ever grateful to those who have joined us at meetings, who have
made submissions via our online reporting tool, and to those who contribute to our mission in their daily work
and go unrecognized. In May of this year we launched the Civility First Durango Pledge Program to ensure that
those who live, work, shop and play in Durango are provided with an equitable experience that promotes unity
and honors diversity. The program exists to ensure that residents and visitors feel welcomed, safe, and valued
in this community. Civility First Durango has a long way to go, but we are thankful to those who worked on
bringing it to fruition; to City Staff, the Mayor for sharing the program on Council Connection, and to Council for
placing signs at City Hall. This is the first of many community engagement opportunities that provides
additional consideration for our citizen's diverse backgrounds, languages and needs. In our first year, we
recognize 70 businesses/organizations and 81 individuals that signed the Pledge to make Durango a more
equitable community for all. These pictures capture a portion of the efforts to launch the Pledge Program. We
would like to recognize all of you that made this happen.
Thank you,

/s/ Lexie Stetson-Lee, Chair Community Relations Commission

Fort Lewis College President Tom Stritikus signs the
Pledge with CRC Chair Lexie Stetson-Lee. Photo
courtesy of Fort Lewis College.
Tourism office window is
decorated during the week of the
Pledge launch in early May.

Civility First Durango banner flies on
Main Street the week of the launch.

A local business displays the
Pledge decal.

Comment forms and brochure now available in Spanish. Two
Commission members brought under-resourced translation
services and programs within City Departments to the forefront.

2019 Diversity Dialogue

This is the 5th year the CRC co2018
sponsors this multi-cultural &
community
• intergenerational
in 2015
workshop held in February.
CRC Guests
CRC welcomes organizers of La
Plata Civil Dialogue to learn more
about their mission.
CRC invites the Durango Police
Department to learn more about
their hate crime and anti-bias
data tracking.

CRC Spotlight

DeeDee D’Haro Brown

Each year the Community Relations Commission votes on an individual or
organization that is aligned with the CRC mission to Spotlight in its annual
report. This year the CRC would like to acknowledge DeeDee D’Haro Brown.

Members of La Plata Youth
Services, 9R and 4 Corners
Alliance for Diversity provide
input on the Civility First Durango
Pledge to the CRC.

Deedee has taught English as a Second Language and Bicultural studies, has
worked in Latinx non-profits, and is currently retired. In Durango she has served
on several non-profit boards including the Durango Latino Education Coalition,
La Plata Family Center, San Juan Citizens Alliance, Durango Adult Education
Center, SASO, and Compañeros.
She volunteers as a tutor for Adult Ed and guides students in preparing for their
U.S. citizenship exam. She advocates for members of the local immigrant
community, protests the presence and fear tactics of Immigration and Customs
Enforcement (ICE) in our community, and supports local grassroots movements
like Durango Peace and Justice, and Four Corners COVID-19 Mutual Aid. She
generally aspires to making “good trouble” for the betterment of our community.
The CRC is grateful for DeeDee and her continued service to the community.

Durango Public Library Staff creates a Civility
First Durango themed book display during
launch week.

