5712016 Colorado Bike Law | Colorado Law

(index.html)

# Home (index.html) / Colorado Law

Colorado Law

This page contains the details behind Colorado's bicycling laws. If you're looking for a brief
summary of laws, check the safety tips (tips.html) page.

The primary state statute dealing with bikes is this one:
8§ 42-4-1412. Operation of bicycles and other human-powered vehicles

1. Every person riding a bicycle or electrical assisted bicycle shall have all of the rights and
duties applicable to the driver of any other vehicle under this article, except as to special
regulations in this article and except as to those provisions which by their nature can
have no application. Said riders shall comply with the rules set forth in this section and
section 42-4-221, and, when using streets and highways within incorporated cities and
towns, shall be subject to local ordinances regulating the operation of bicycles and
electrical assisted bicycles as provided in section 42-4-111.

2. It is the intent of the general assembly that nothing contained in House Bill No. 1246,
enacted at the second regular session of the fifty-sixth general assembly, shall in any way
be construed to modify or increase the duty of the department of transportation or any
political subdivision to sign or maintain highways or sidewalks or to affect or increase the
liability of the state of Colorado or any political subdivision under the “Colorado
Governmental Immunity Act”, article 10 of title 24, C.R.S.

3. No bicycle or electrical assisted bicycle shall be used to carry more persons at one time
than the number for which it is designed or equipped.

4. No person riding upon any bicycle or electrical assisted bicycle shall attach the same or
himself or herself to any motor vehicle upon a roadway.
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a. Any person operating a bicycle or an electrical assisted bicycle upon a roadway at
less than the normal speed of traffic shall ride in the right-hand lane, subject to the
following conditions:

. If the right-hand lane then available for traffic is wide enough to be safely
shared with overtaking vehicles, a bicyclist shall ride far enough to the right
as judged safe by the bicyclist to facilitate the movement of such overtaking
vehicles unless other conditions make it unsafe to do so

Il. A bicyclist may use a lane other than the right-hand lane when:

A. Preparing for a left turn at an intersection or into a private roadway or
driveway;

B. Overtaking a slower vehicle; or

C. Taking reasonably necessary precautions to avoid hazards or road

- conditions.

lll. Upon approaching an intersection where right turns are permitted and there
is a dedicated right-turn lane, a bicyclist may ride on the left-hand portion of
the dedicated right-turn lane even if the bicyclist does not intend to turn
right.

b. A bicyclist shall not be expected or required to:

|l Ride over or through hazards at the edge of a roadway, including but not
limited to fixed or moving objects, parked or moving vehicles, bicycles,
pedestrians, animals, surface hazards, or narrow lanes; or

Il. Ride without a reasonable safety margin on the right-hand side of the
roadway.

c. A person operating a bicycle or an electrical assisted bicycle upon a one-way
roadway with two or more marked traffic lanes may ride as near to the left-hand
curb or edge of such roadway as judged safe by the bicyclist, subject to the
following conditions:

. If the left-hand lane then available for traffic is wide enough to be safely
shared with overtaking vehicles, a bicyclist shall ride far enough to the left as
judged safe by the bicyclist to facilitate the movement of such overtaking
vehicles unless other conditions make it unsafe to do so.

II. A bicyclist shall not be expected or required to:

A. Ride over or through hazards at the edge of a roadway, including but
not limited to fixed or moving objects, parked or moving vehicles,
bicycles, pedestrians, animals, surface hazards, or narrow lanes; or

B. Ride without a reasonable safety margin on the right-hand side of the
roadway.

a. Persons riding bicycles or electrical assisted bicycles upon a roadway shall not ride
more than two abreast except on paths or parts of roadways set aside for the
exclusive use of bicycles.
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b. Persons riding bicycles or electrical assisted bicycles two abreast shall not impede

the normal and reasonable movement of traffic and, on a laned roadway, shall ride
within a single lane.

7. A person operating a bicycle or electrical assisted bicycle shall keep at least one hand on

8.

10.

the handlebars at all times.

a. A person riding a bicycle or electrical assisted bicycle intending to turn left shall

follow a course described in sections 42-4-901(1), 42-4-903, and 42-4-1007 or may
make a left turn in the manner prescribed in paragraph (b) of this subsection (8).

. A person riding a bicycle or electrical assisted bicycle intending to turn left shall

approach the turn as closely as practicable to the right-hand curb or edge of the
roadway. After proceeding across the intersecting roadway to the far corner of the
curb or intersection of the roadway edges, the bicyclist shall stop, as much as
practicable, out of the way of traffic. After stopping, the bicyclist shall yield to any
traffic proceeding in either direction along the roadway that the bicyclist had been
using. After yielding and complying with any official traffic control device or police
officer regulating traffic on the highway along which the bicyclist intends to
proceed, the bicyclist may proceed in the new direction.

. Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraphs (a) and (b) of this subsection (8), the

transportation commission and local authorities in their respective jurisdictions
may cause official traffic control devices to be placed on roadways and thereby
require and direct that a specific course be traveled.

. Except as otherwise provided in this subsection (9), every person riding a bicycle or

electrical assisted bicycle shall signal the intention to turn or stop in accordance
with section 42-4-903; except that a person riding a bicycle or electrical assisted
bicycle may signal a right turn with the right arm extended horizontally.

. A signal of intention to turn right or left when required shall be given continuously

during not less than the last one hundred feet traveled by the bicycle or electrical
assisted bicycle before turning and shall be given while the bicycle or electrical
assisted bicycle is stopped waiting to turn. A signal by hand and arm need not be
given continuously if the hand is needed in the control or operation of the bicycle
or electrical assisted bicycle.

. A person riding a bicycle or electrical assisted bicycle upon and along a sidewalk or

pathway or across a roadway upon and along a crosswalk shall yield the right-of-
way to any pedestrian and shall give an audible signal before overtaking and
passing such pedestrian. A person riding a bicycle in a crosswalk shall do so in a
manner that is safe for pedestrians.

. A person shall not ride a bicycle or electrical assisted blcycle upon and along a

sidewalk or pathway or across a roadway upon and along a crosswalk where such
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use of bicycles or electrical assisted bicycles is prohibited by official traffic control
devices or local ordinances. A person riding a bicycle or electrical assisted bicycle
shall dismount before entering any crosswalk where required by official traffic
control devices or local ordinances.

. A person riding or walking a bicycle or electrical assisted bicycle upon and along a

sidewalk or pathway or across a roadway upon and along a crosswalk shall have all
the rights and duties applicable to a pedestrian under the same circumstances,
including, but not limited to, the rights and duties granted and required by section
42-4-802.

. Deleted by Laws 2005, Ch. 301, § 1, eff. July 1, 2005.

. A person may park a bicycle or electrical assisted bicycle on a sidewalk unless

prohibited or restricted by an official traffic control device or local ordinance.

. A bicycle or electrical assisted bicycle parked on a sidewalk shall not impede the

normal and reasonable movement of pedestrian or other traffic.

. A hicycle or electrical assisted bicycle may be parked on the road at any angle to

the curb or edge of the road at any location where parking is allowed.

. A bicycle or electrical assisted bicycle may be parked on the road abreast of

another such bicycle or bicycles near the side of the road or any location where
parking is allowed in such a manner as does not impede the normal and
reasonable movement of traffic.

. In all other respects, bicycles or electrical assisted bicycles parked anywhere on a

highway shall conform to the provisions of part 12 of this article regulating the
parking of vehicles,

. Any person who violates any provision of this section commits a class 2

misdemeanor traffic offense; except that section 42-2-127 shall not apply.

. Any person riding a bicycle or electrical assisted bicycle who violates any provision

of this article other than this section which is applicable to such a vehicle and for
which a penalty is specified shall be subject to the same specified penalty as any
other vehicle; except that section 42-2-127 shall not apply.

13. Upon request, the law enforcement agency having jurisdiction shall complete a report

concerning an injury or death incident that involves a bicycle or electrical assisted bicycle
on the roadways of the state, even if such accident does not involve a motor vehicle.

14. Except as authorized by section 42-4-111, the rider of an electrical assisted bicycle shall

not use the electrical motor on a bike or pedestrian path.

I have always thought that three feet was the minimum safe
distance for a motor vehicle driver to give a cyclist when passing.
Fortunately for cyclists, in Colorado its the law!

http:/fcolobikelaw.com/coloradolaw. html

4/8



BIT17016 Colorado Bike Law | Colorado Law

§ 42-4-1003. Overtaking a vehicle on the left

1. The following rules shall govern the overtaking and passing of vehicles proceeding in the
same direction, subject to the limitations, exceptions, and special rules stated in this
section and sections 42-4-1004 to 42-4-1008:

a. The driver of a vehicle overtaking another vehicle proceeding in the same direction
shall pass to the left of the vehicle at a safe distance and shall not again drive to the
right side of the roadway until safely clear of the overtaken vehicle

b. The driver of a motor vehicle overtaking a bicyclist proceeding in the same
direction shall allow the bicyclist at least a three-foot separation between the right
side of the driver's vehicle, including all mirrors or other projections, and the left
side of the bicyclist at all times.

c. Except when overtaking and passing on the right is permitted, the driver of an
overtaken vehicle shall give way to the right in favor of the overtaking vehicle on
audible signal and shall not increase the speed of the driver's vehicle until
completely passed by the overtaking vehicle.

2. Any person who violates any provision of this section commits a class A traffic infraction.

If you ride between sunset and sunrise, both safety considerations
and the law require the following:

§ 42-4-204. When lighted lamps are required

1. Every vehicle upon a highway within this state, between sunset and sunrise and at any
other time when, due to insufficient light or unfavorable atmospheric conditions,
persons and vehicles on the highway are not clearly discernible at a distance of one
thousand feet ahead, shall display lighted lamps and illuminating devices as required by
this article for different classes of vehicles, subject to exceptions with respect to parked
vehicles.

2. Whenever requirement is declared by this article as to distance from which certain lamps
and devices shall render objects visible or within which such lamps or devices shall be
visible, said provisions shall apply during the times stated in subsection (1) of this section
in respect to a vehicle without load when upon a straight, level, unlighted highway under
normal atmospheric conditions, unless a different time or condition is expressly stated.

3. Whenever requirement is declared by this article as to the mounted height of lamps or
devices, it shall mean from the center of such lamp or device to the level ground upon
which the vehicle stands when such vehicle is without a load.

4. Any person who violates any provision of this section commits a class A traffic infraction.

And the following is what the law requires for lights and reflectors -
it might surprise you!
§ 42-4-221. Bicycle and personal mobility device equipment
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. No other provision of this part 2 and no provision of part 3 of this article shall apply to a

bicycle, electrical assisted bicycle, or EPAMD or to equipment for use on a bicycle,
electrical assisted bicycle, or EPAMD except those provisions in this article made
specifically applicable to such a vehicle.

. Every bicycle, electrical assisted bicycle, or EPAMD in use at the times described in

section 42-4-204 shall be equipped with a lamp on the front emitting a white light visible
from a distance of at least five hundred feet to the front.

. Every bicycle, electrical assisted bicycle, or EPAMD shall be equipped with a red reflector

of a type approved by the department, which shall be visible for six hundred feet to the
rear when directly in front of lawful lower beams of head lamps on a motor vehicle.

. Every bicycle, electrical assisted bicycle, or EPAMD when in use at the times described in

section 42-4-204 shall be equipped with reflective material of sufficient size and
reflectivity to be visible from both sides for six hundred feet when directly in front of
lawful lower beams of head lamps on a motor vehicle or, in lieu of such reflective
material, with a lighted lamp visible from both sides from a distance of at least five
hundred feet.

A bicycle, electrical assisted bicycle, or EPAMD or its rider may be equipped with lights or
reflectors in addition to those required by subsections (2) to (4) of this section.

A bicycle or electrical assisted bicycle shall not be equipped with, nor shall any person
use upon a bicycle or electrical assisted bicycle, any siren or whistle.

. Every bicycle or electrical assisted bicycle shall be equipped with a brake or brakes that

will enable its rider to stop the bicycle or electrical assisted bicycle within twenty-five feet
from a speed of ten miles per hour on dry, level, clean pavement.

. A person engaged in the business of selling bicycles or electrical assisted bicycles at retail

shall not sell any bicycle or electrical assisted bicycle unless the bicycle or electrical
assisted bicycle has an identifying number permanently stamped or cast on its frame.
Any person who violates any provision of this section commits a class B traffic infraction.

If you are riding where it is permissible to ride on the sidewalk, and
are crossing at a crosswalk, the following statute applies:

§ 42-4-802. Pedestrians' right-of-way in crosswalks

Ta

When traffic control signals are not in place or not in operation, the driver of a vehicle
shall yield the right-of-way, slowing down or stopping if need be to so yield, to a
pedestrian crossing the roadway within a crosswalk when the pedestrian is upon the half
of the roadway upon which the vehicle is traveling or when the pedestrian is approaching
so closely from the opposite half of the roadway as to be in danger.

2. No pedestrian shall suddenly leave a curb or other place of safety and ride a bicycle, ride

an electrical assisted bicycle, walk, or run into the path of a moving vehicle that is so
close as to constitute an immediate hazard.
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State Statutes can be superseded by municipal ordinances when it
comes to bicycles. It is important to know the ordinances of the
community in which you live or ride. Urge your local law makers to
simply conform to state statute on issues relating to bicycles!

§ 42-4-111. Powers of local authorities

1. This article shall not be deemed to prevent local authorities, with respect to streets and
highways under their jurisdiction and within the reasonable exercise of the police power,
except those streets and highways that are parts of the state highway system that are
subject to section 43-2-135, C.R.S., from:

(h) Regulating the operation of bicycles or electrical assisted bicycles and requiring
the registration and licensing of same, including the requirement of a registration fee,
consistent with the provisions of this article;

If you have other questions concerning Colorado bike laws, please
feel free to contact us (contact.html) anytime. Be careful out there!

About

ColoBikeLaw.com is dedicated to informing and advancing the rights of all cyclists,
particularly in Colorado. Our goal is to promote bicycle safety awareness, advocate
bicycling interests, and serve as a resource of information for cyclists in need of legal
assistance.

(D)

(http:(hitww/ filaslgooigleomnindl OR@REE760906022774)
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COLORADO LAW >
ABOUT BRAD >
CONTACT >
Contact

Brad Tucker, Tucker Holmes, PC (http://tucker-holmes.com)
¢ 7400 E. Caley Avenue, Suite 300 Centennial, Colorado 80111
L. (303) 694-9300 (tel:13036949300)

4 brad@colobikelaw.com (mailto:brad@colobikelaw.com)

2016 @ All Rights Reserved. The materials and links on this website are for informational purposes only. It s not intended to create an
attorney-client relationship, and you should not act upon any information you might receive from it without seeking professional counsel. Web
site by Amy Kinsler (http://www.amykinsler.com). Images by Ryan Muncy Photography (http://www.facebook.com/RyanMuncyPhotography).
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116 STAT. 2776 PUBLIC LAW 107-319—DEC. 4, 2002

Public Law 107-319
107th Congress

An Act
Dee, 4, 2002 To amend the Consumer Product Safety Act to provide that low-speed electric
IR, 727 hicycles are consumer produets subject to such Act,

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of
the United States of America in Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY ACT.

The Consumer Product Safety Act (15 U.5.C. 2051 et seq.)
ig amended by adding at the end the following:

“LOW-SPEED ELECTRIC BICYCLES

15 USC 2085. “Src, 88. (a) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, low-
speed electric bicycles are consumer products within the meaning
of section 3(a)(1) and shall be subject to the Commission regulations
published at section 1500.18(a)(12) and part 1512 of title 16, Code
of Federal Regulations.

“(h) For the purpose of this section, the term ‘low-speed electric
bicycle’ means a two- or three-wheeled vehicle with fully operable
pedals and an electric motor of less than 750 watts (1 h.p.), whose
maximum speed on a paved level surface, when powered solely
by such a motor while ridden by an operator who weighs 170
pounds, is less than 20 mph?

“(¢) To further protect the safety of consumers who ride low-
speed electric bicycles, the Commission may promulgate new or
amended requirements applicable to such vehicles as necessary
and appropriate.

“(d) This section shall supersede any State law or requirement
with respect to low-speed electric bicycles to the extent that such
State law or requirement is more stringent than the Federal law
or requirements referred to in subsection (a).”.

49 USC 30102 SEC. 2, MOTOR VEHICLE SAFETY STANDARDS.

e For purposes of motor vehicle safety standards issued and
enforced pursuant to chapter 301 of title 49, United States Code,



PUBLIC LAW 107-319—DEC. 4, 2002 116 STAT. 2777

a low-speed electric bicycle (as defined in section 38(b) of the Con-
sumer Product Safety Act) shall not be considered a motor vehicle
as defined by section 30102(6) of title 49, United States Code.

Approved December 4, 2002.
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