
 

 

 

 

 

 

MEMORANDUM 

 

 
 

 

TO:  Durango City Council 

  Ron LeBlanc, City Manager 

 

FROM: Frank Viehmann, Vice Chair 

  Parks and Recreation Advisory Board 

 

DATE: November 20, 2015 

 

RE:  Animas River Trail Connection to the SMART 160 Trail 

 

The Parks and Recreation Advisory Board and the Multi-Modal Advisory Board held three joint 

meetings in 2015 on July 8, September 9 and November 18 to discuss the options for the future 

alignment of the connection of the Animas River Trail to the SMART 160 Trail.  At each meeting, 

public testimony was presented to the Advisory Boards regarding the various alignments under 

consideration.   

 

At the November 18, 2015 Joint Advisory Board Meeting the following Board Members were in 

attendance from the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board:  Frank Viehmann, Rich Hoehlein, 

Richard Speegle, Bill Zimsky, Peter Schertz and Youth Ex-Officio Michayla Anderson.  Councilor 

Christina Rinderle was in attendance.  The following Board Members were in attendance from the 

Multi-Modal Advisory Board:  Michael Watchman, David Steele, Kim Baxter, Spencer Compton 

and Youth Ex-Officio Tommie Rodgers.  Councilor Keith Brant was also in attendance.  Following 

Board discussion, Board Member Zimsky motioned: 

 

The Parks and Recreation Advisory Board and the Multi-Modal Advisory Board recommends to 

the City Council and staff to pursue final design of the Escalante Middle School Alternative B 

alignment for the Animas River Trail to the SMART 160 Trail connection and continue 

negotiations with land owners with the understanding if the alignment significantly deviates from 

the conceptual drawing as depicted on the attached map, this topic will be brought back to the joint 

advisory boards for further discussion. 

 

The motion was seconded by Board Member Baxter.  Voting in favor were Board Members 

Zimsky, Baxter, Viehmann, Speegle and Watchman.  Board Members Compton, Hoehlein and 

Schertz were opposed.  Motion carried on a 5 to 3 vote. 
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