DURANGO RIVER ACCESS
PUBLIC MEETING APRIL 17, 2014

Locat.lt'.m Comments/Ideas Category Station

Specific

29th St Pervious back-in access for Dories and Rafts is desired at one or more |Boat Access 29th St
launch locations.

29th St Changing rooms and restrooms are needed. Design Elements 29th St

29th St Picnic facilities are desireable. Design Elements 29th St

29th St Potential for walk/carry in launches in Memorial Park north of the gas [Design Elements 29th St
line. Would require stabilized terraces.

29th St Slide Railings for Boat Access are desired. Design Elements 29th St

29th St Present and historic configuration seesm to function efficiently. Design Elements 29th St
Congestion and parking are not problematic

29th St Prefers natural surface circular cul-de-sac turnaround opposed to Design Elements 29th St
expansion of parking lot.

29th St Design Elements 29th St
Softer surface (pavers rather than concrete or asphalt) preferred

29th St Grass or art pice in the center of cul-de-sac turnaround is preferred Design Elements 29th St

29th St . . . . Design Elements 29th St
ADA fishing pier elevation should be closer to the water elevation.
This is a potential problem spot after daylight hours.

29th St Preservation of existing vegetation is important ecological 29th St

29th St Ease of access is important. General 29th St

29th St Separation of private users from the commercial users will reduce General 29th St
conflict and enhance user experience.

29th St Presently there is too much commercial traffic at 29th street. General 29th St

29th St Dispersal is not logical, as most users desire a longer river run than General 29th St
29th down.

29th St development of Oxbow may increase use of 29th St as a take out. General 29th St

29th St Improvements at 29th will only be a benefit after all accesses are General 29th St
improved.

29th St No user exclusions (tubers) General 29th St

29th St additional river access should be considered behind fairgrounds as General 29th St
parking and access presently exist. Rec Center has a shower facilities.

29th St There is too much catering to the commercial companies. General 29th St

29th St convenience vs conservation. General 29th St

29th St Designate loading areas on 29th St. and E 3rd Ave. Parking 29th St

29th St Adequate parking in the present condition. Parking 29th St

29th St Exhaust (from buses) degrades air quality and is troublesome for Regulation 29th St
neighbors.

29th St Extra patrol at 29th St needed on Thursday thru Sunday during high  [Regulation 29th St
use.

29th St Rules must be enforced (BUIs/Open Container/Juveniles) Regulation 29th St

29th St Idling diesel is a nuisance. Regulation 29th St

29th St . X . X X signage 29th St
Programmable informational signs at rec center alerting River users
which river access points are open have avaialble parking.

33rd St i i Boat Access 33rd St
Worried about erosion of gravel ramp. Don’t want a gravel surface.

33rd St This site is important to have a back-in ramp that goes to the water’s |Boat Access 33rd St
edge.

33rd St Like permeable pavers for ramp surface. Don’t want gravel or Boat Access 33rd St
concrete, want something in between.

33rd St Opportunity for a sidewalk so people don’t walk in the street or create|Design Elements 33rd St
social trails.

33rd St Design Elements 33rd St

Don’t necessarily need permanent restrooms. Have seen other public
restrooms that don’t get enough maintenance and this site will be
heavily used. Would be ok with port-o-potties because they get
maintained regularly. Having a nice looking structure that would
dress-up or screen port-o-pots would be good.




33rd St Add some tie-ins across the river if possible. Is there a place people |Design Elements 33rd St
could walk in across the railroad tracks? This could provide for use of
parking on the Animas City Park side and take pressure off of the
neighborhood. Any way we can disperse parking would help. Maybe
there could be a trail from the bridge at 32" down to the river on the
west side?

33rd St Look at options for tie-ins. Current ones are not located to Design Elements 33rd St
accommodate changes in flow very well. You could use iron D rings or
webbing. Have seen this in the Grand Canyon as a way to adjust for
the different flows.

33rd St Create an area for passive access (non-boating) to the river’s edge. Design Elements 33rd St
Separate a park-like area from boating activity. There are people who
just want to hang out by the river.

33rd St Give people places for controlled access to the river’s edge. Create a |Design Elements 33rd St
good, clear trail and that will discourage social trails.

33rd St X X . . X X X Design Elements 33rd St
Explore creating a sustainable trail from Animas City Park side to river.

33rd St Tie-ins needed above and below main unloading area. Design Elements 33rd St

33rd St We like that you are preserving vegetation north of the main put-in  |ecological 33rd St
activity area.

33rd St Get rid of invasive species. That should be a goal for other sites as ecological 33rd St
well.

33rd St Take revegetation seriously this is an important opportunity. ecological 33rd St

33rd St General 33rd St
We think Oxbow will take pressure off of 33" because different users
will want to be at Oxbow. (i.e. paddle boards, flat water boaters)

33rd St See Oxbow as a relief to pressure at 33", General 33rd St

33rd St Please continue to monitor tubers and how their behavior changes General 33rd St
with Oxbow opening.

33rd St Add constraint - a City road that needs to maintain through traffic cuts|General 33rd St
through the site.

33rd St No heavy lighting — dark skies. lighting 33rd St

33rd St Concern about 33" getting busier if Oxbow has parking. People might |Parking 33rd St
keep their shuttle vehicle at 33".

33rd St Too many loading zone signs on E 3rd Ave, could we stripe the paving |Parking 33rd St
instead?

33rd St The loading only zone works well but the dates should be adjusted. Parking 33rd St
Extend the time when people can park there. Have loading only
during the busiest peak months only.

33rd St . L . Regulation 33rd St
The major problem area from a safety perspective is the small parking
lot at the north end by the dead ponderosa. This is the place where
we have seen fights, drug activity, etc.

33rd St Implement hours of operation. Close at dusk. More enforcement Regulation 33rd St
needed.

33rd st Adjacent property owners to the north would like some kind of fence Regulation 33rd st
or gate to minimize trespass. There is a nice area along the river bank
that people are attracted to but it is private property.

33rd St Eradicate social trail upriver at private area upstream of dead Regulation 33rd St
ponderosa pine.

33rd St Problems at 33rd by the secluded areas Regulation 29th St

33rd St Gate and signage is needed to keep people off the social trail north of |Signage 33rd St
the dead Ponderosa Pine.

33rd St So many commercial buses on our dead end neighborhood. Perhaps |Regulation 33rd St
the numbers could be limited per day.

General Rafts are very heavy, walk-in put-ins are tough for rafts. Boat Access Group Discussion

General LIKE: Boulder Staging Area Preference Boards
1. Provide easy tie-up spots (especially at 33rd and Oxbow) (Buena Vista, CO)
2. Good compromise
DISLIKE:
1. Boulders do not offer good, stable footing.

General Circulation has a human factor, zone for private unloading. Limit time|Circulation Group Discussion

for commercial unloading.




General LIKE: Concrete Ramp Preference Boards
1. This venue is great! Excellent for Santa Rita Launch (Salida, CO)
DISLIKE:
1. Okay in Salida due to very high use.
General LIKE: Concrete Ramp Preference Boards
1. Perfect for stable footing. Launch with Stone
DISLIKE: Steps
1. Stone steps too linear for widespread use.
General Buffers are needed in areas with residential. Buffer traffic and Design Elements Group Discussion
commercial activities.
General X X Design Elements Group Discussion
There are good improvements at the Arkansas River Head waters.
Long ramps (like Buena Vista) are good for big groups with a lot of
manpower. Rails are good for a few people launching a raft.
General Design Elements Group Discussion
Improvements need to be for all flows from 500 cfs to 5000 cfs.
General Can you customize each site to cater to likely users? Oxbow might Design Elements 33rd St
cater more to private users with smaller crafts. Need one site that can
handle Dory’s.
General Trash cans and recycling bins at the take-outs. Design Elements 29th St
General A mix of hardened access points (probably 33rd and Santa Rita) with |Design Elements Comment Card
softer sites (Oxbow and 29th) is good to provide a mix of experiences.
Don’t make them all the same.
General If In-river improvement are necessary, a geomorphologist must be ecological Group Discussion
involved.
General Wildlife will be affected from Oxbow to 33rd St ecological Group Discussion
General When will too much development affect wildlife? ecological Group Discussion
General The entire corridor needs to be monitored. ecological Group Discussion
General Cage all Cottonwoods along the River so no more are lost ecological Santa Rita
General Existing Boulder Preference Boards
DISLIKE:
X L Terraces (Durango -
1. Boulders at River's edge are a tripping hazard at low water.
33rd St)
General Balance convenience with conservation General Group Discussion
General An alternative put-in could be behind the Rec Center and stop General Group Discussion
commercial access everywhere else.
general Spread the use throughout the entire system. General 29th St
general Prefers access by Demon bridge for commercial General 29th St
General Too much commercial, there should be higher permit costs and fewer [General 29th St
trips.
general Too much river use. General 29th St
General X . X X . L General Oxbow
Like recreation center access, no neighbor disruption, existing road
General LIKE: Metal Rail Launch Preference Boards
1. Would this work for commercial at fairgrounds/rec center? Plenty
of elevation drop, commercial will have people to help launch.
DISLIKE:
1. No way could 2 people (couple, boyfriend/girlfriend) get a raft
down this.
2. Requires many people per boat.
3. Not family friendly.
4. Our put-ins are not steep enough, rafts won't slide.
General LIKE: Natural Surface Ramp Preference Boards
1. Back-up better than no ramp or when circular unworkable. Launch (Buena Vista,
DISLIKE: CcO)
1. Bend in backing ramp difficult for trailers.
2. Lots of help usually available to help carry boats.
General Neighborhood Park Preference Boards
No written comment. Setting (29th
St/Memorial Park)
General Neighborhood Park Preference Boards

LIKE:
1. | like this feel - more natural than the image below.

Setting (Jenny Adair
Park)




General Parking is very seasonal. 33rd restrictions are for a long period of Parking Group Discussion
time. Each year the parking restrictions should be analyzed
General LIKE: Pervious Pavement Preference Boards
1. Better than concrete. Ramp Launch
2. This needs to happen at Dallabetta Boat Ramp ASAP.
DISLIKE:
1. Use pavers only on steeper slopes not necessary to pave access to
edge of water.
General Be careful with the private spaces you create, it can be a problem Regulation Group Discussion
after hours.
General Rails are good if the launch is steep Group Discussion
Oxbow Restrooms need to be close enough to be used. Amenities Oxbow
Oxbow Dory access is needed. Hard to launch a Dory at 33rd St. Boat Access Group Discussion
Oxbow It should not be a given that Oxbow will have commercial access/turn-|Circulation Group Discussion
around.
Oxbow i X . . Design Elements Comment Card
Private launch at Oxbow with water access for trailers critical.
Oxbow We see Oxbow as an opportunity to have similar amenities as Design Elements 33rd St
Dallabetta.
Oxbow Note that the beach is only out of the water from August to April. Design Elements Oxbow
Oxbow Can there be an underpass at Railroad? Design Elements Oxbow
Oxbow Explain boat logistics to understand real use patterns affecting site use|Design Elements Oxbow
and traffic.
Oxbow Well designed, no smelly restrooms. Design Elements Oxbow
Oxbow Buffer views with vegetation. Design Elements Oxbow
Oxbow Improve buffer. Design Elements Oxbow
Oxbow Put a fence on the southern border of the park so people do not walk |Design Elements Oxbow
through the homes in the trailer park to access Oxbow.
Oxbow Suggest fence to control access into the park across railroad. Design Elements Oxbow
Oxbow Design Elements Oxbow
NFIP thru FEMA, Durango is a participating agency. New restrictive
Floodway regulations are mandatory to follow. City and County are
participating. Denver contact: Jamie Prochno, FEMA NFIP. Add FEMA
no build Hazard Zone to Constraints Map.
Oxbow North and South buffers on parking lot. Design Elements Oxbow
Oxbow Parking and access is critical, keep functional. Design Elements Oxbow
Oxbow West boundary of Park should have park like qualities. Design Elements Oxbow
Oxbow River access and parking are necessary. Design Elements Oxbow
Oxbow Consider parking east of tracks. Design Elements Oxbow
Oxbow Bus drop-off in parking lot to be seasonal. Design Elements Oxbow
Oxbow Add rock work. Design Elements Oxbow
Oxbow Supports a round about. Design Elements Oxbow
Oxbow Ramp for boat launch very desireable for commercial and private use Design Elements Oxbow
Oxbow Boat launch and staging at water edge will speed up drop off and Design Elements Oxbow
lower impact to neighbors, reducing pumping rafts in parking lot
Oxbow Coordinate with raft companies regarding trip logisitics. More Design Elements Oxbow
functional launch reduce neighbor impacts
Oxbow Protecting wetlands in Oxbow Park are important throughout the ecological Group Discussion
design work
Oxbow Limit foot print to preserve vegetation. ecological Oxbow
Oxbow Train blasts have impacts on residents but also on wildlife and birds. ecological Oxbow
Oxbow Major wildlife corridor for animals to cross the river to the sandbar. ecological Oxbow
Oxbow Opportunity and Constraints Maps do not include neighbors and General Group Discussion
streets.
Oxbow Oxbow should be a conservation area, make it a niche General Group Discussion
Oxbow i X . General Group Discussion
Oxbow Management Plan says low impact but low impact is not
defined. Suggests at Oxbow: only commercial kayaking and tubing.
Oxbow No commercial access desired at Oxbow. General 29th St
Oxbow Quiet paddling is preferred instead of rafters and tubers. General Oxbow




Oxbow Commercial tubing undesirable (not allowed). General Oxbow
Oxbow Look into boat trolleys that are used on lakes in Michigan. General Oxbow
Oxbow Oxbow could start as a very low-impact site but have design options |General Comment Card
for future expansion/hardening over time. 33rd and 29th could take
the brunt of the commercial activity with Oxbow being more local,
small groups.
Oxbow Passive use (GOCO), not commercial, small groups less than or equal |General Oxbow
to 6.
Oxbow X X X X General Oxbow
Promote paddling usage instead of rafts. Restrict commercial access.
Oxbow Add limits of conservation easements on surrounding properties and |General Oxbow
Oxbow Preserve as constraints.
Oxbow No lighting (already a given). Day Use Only. Design controls needed to|lighting Oxbow
close at night.
Oxbow 25-35 parking spaces at Oxbow is too much Parking Group Discussion
Oxbow Keep parking under 20 spaces. Parking Oxbow
Oxbow Concerned about parking on Animas View Drive, ask that overflow be |Parking Comment Card
addressed to prevent parking in private lots and on the road. Would
like to see simple design to eliminate unsightly roadside view near the
Preserve.
Oxbow Respect for private adjacent property is necessary. Also respect river [Regulation Oxbow
bottom and beaches.
Oxbow Criminal trespassing if passengers get out of boats on private Regulation Oxbow
property.
Oxbow Dogs are a problem. Regulation Oxbow
Oxbow No partying; no party barges. Regulation Oxbow
Oxbow Critical requirements to solve jurisdiction issues. Want to see Ranger |Regulation Oxbow
taking action. Desire real consequences and follow through from law
enforcment to avoid distruptive behavoir, especially at night. Add
river ranger.
Oxbow Commercial companies support on River enforcement. Coordinate Regulation Oxbow
with the raft companies.
Oxbow . . . . Regulation Oxbow
Requirement for commercial tubers, supervision necessary at put-in.
Oxbow Commercial use may self regulate. Regulation Oxbow
Oxbow Consider dog restriction due to potential to disturb wildlife. Regulation Oxbow
Oxbow No lighting, restrict access (8am to 8pm) with gate at either Railroad [Regulation Oxbow
or Animas View Drive.
Oxbow . X Regulation Oxbow
Send rafting companies a letter to agree to no buses across the tracks.
Oxbow Adaptive parking management is needed. Regulation Oxbow
Oxbow Signage and enforcement are critical. signage Oxbow
Oxbow Signs should be small simple and pointed. Several smaller and simpler slgnage Oxbow
signs should also be posted focusing on three or four bullet items. The
amount of text on the larger sign will not likely be read by most users
and the simpler signs could target these folks. Emphasis on private
property and controlling dogs are key.
Oxbow Signs should recognize vandalism, they are not a cure-all. signage Oxbow
Oxbow Add simple signs stating boaters must stay in boats on private signage Oxbow
property, dogs as well.
Oxbow Simple signs to ensure read with limited text. Stay in boats on signage Oxbow
everything that is private.
Oxbow The railroad is a significant safety issue. Train Group Discussion
Oxbow The train moves fast through the Oxbow area and it is hard for the Train Group Discussion
conductor to see. May need a drop down arm. Neighbors don’t want
to hear the train horn.
Oxbow Watch train. Train Oxbow
Santa Rita Paved ramp put-in for commercial use to deter kids from playing in Boat Access Santa Rita
the ramp
Santa Rita . X Boat Access Santa Rita
Back-in access necessary to get as close to the water as possible.
Santa Rita A beach for kids is important. It could be a separate area downstream [Design Elements Santa Rita

of put-in/take-out.




Santa Rita Designate crossing area at ART for pedestrian traffic from park to Design Elements Santa Rita
riparian area to lessen pedestrian/bike conflict. Designate a
crosswalk?
Santa Rita A wheelchair access ramp above Smelter for wheelchairs using kayaks |design Elements Santa Rita
is needed.
Santa Rita The river edge needs to have pedestrian access. Design Elements Santa Rita
Santa Rita Organize the kids crossing the trail from the playground to the river. Design Elements Santa Rita
Santa Rita No paving, use semi-pervious pavers. Design Elements Santa Rita
Santa Rita Separate beach from the put-in. Design Elements Santa Rita
Santa Rita Move the electrical pole from the center of the parking lot to the Design Elements Santa Rita
edge, coordinate with LPEA.
Santa Rita Very disturbed Riparian zone for a City Park. Would like to see ecological Santa Rita
restored to a more natural area.
Santa Rita Add vegetation (willows) ecological Santa Rita
Santa Rita Overflow parking is not desired, would like to see improved riparian  |Parking Santa Rita
zone. Will overflow parking needs be reduced when new fields at
college open?
Santa Rita There is a ton of parking at the ALP baseball fields. Maybe it could be [Parking Santa Rita
used for overflow parking.
Santa Rita A River Ranger needs to be staffed on site. Regulation Santa Rita
Santa Rita Signage is good, needs to differentiate between beach area and put- [signage Santa Rita

in.




