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PROJECT VISION
The Whitewater Park area will be a special destination to highlight the Animas River, Smelter Rapids, the Animas River Trail, city parks and the entire  

Durango Community.  Improving the user experience and Animas River Trail circulation adjacent to the most popular park in the Animas River Corridor, 

Santa Rita park, the Whitewater Park and shore amenities will be a marquee project for the entire Durango Community.

CRITICAL SUCCESS FACTORS

GOALS AND OBJECTIVES
Fully design the Whitewater Park shore amenities area adjacent to the Durango Whitewater Park improvements, between 

the Animas River and WWTP. 
Provide bank stabilization, delineate pedestrian access points to the river, and limit pedestrian access at the steep banks between structures. Im

provements and landscaping along the river bank shall be located to provide clear access to the river, provide access and viewsheds for specta

tors, and provide for emergency/river rescue access to the river.  Location and mature size of vegetation shall be considered in relation to the sla

lom gate system.

ter Park.

Stabilize bank, protect existing vegetation, and create planting pockets with appropriate placement of boulders.  Use boulders to create stepped 

stabilize the river bank.

The corridor between the top of the river bank and the WWTP shall include irrigated landscape beds and irrigated turf grass.  Pockets of turf grass 

shall provide space for grass seating and viewing of activities in the Whitewater Park and provide some areas for vendor setup during events.

Provide landscape screening/visual buffer between the Animas River Trail and the Wastewater Treatment Plant.

Provide for seating and viewing areas, group gathering areas with shade structure and paving, and possible amphitheater type seating.  Design 

shall consider and provide for special events.

Provide for structure with men’s and women’s changing room facility adjacent to existing parking lot and restroom structure.  It is anticipated that 

Provide for refurbishment of existing sand volleyball courts.

Fully design approximately 2,400 linear feet of the Animas River Trail.
New trail alignment should eliminate the “T” intersection and provide trail radius that meets current standards.

Increase horizontal radius and provide additional space between the ART and riverbank at the northwest corner of the WWTP storage yard.   

Size of storage yard to be reduced to provide additional space for trail alignment.

Provide separation between the main line of trail and the viewing and activity areas associated with the Whitewater Park.

Fully design approximately 400 linear feet of spur trail connecting the ART to the existing signalized crosswalk at the inter-

section of Camino del Rio (Hwy 550/160) and Santa Rita Drive.
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S.W.O.T. EXERCISE
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AMPHITHEATER

VISUAL PREFERENCE SURVEY

LANDSCAPES

ART / INTERPRETIVE 

AMENITIES

TRAILS

RIVER EDGE
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SITE CONTEXT

CURRENT RECREATIONAL USES 
IN THE RIVER CORRIDOR

   the Animas River Trail
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EXISTING  SITE  CONDITIONS
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SITE OPPORTUNITIES


