Parks, Open Space, Trails and Recreation Master Plan

CHAPTER FIVE - TRAILS PLAN

5.1 INTRODUCTION

The Trails Plan is an element of the over-arching Durango Parks, Open Space, Trails and
Recreation Master Plan. Its purpose is to describe the vision, structure, policies, priorities
and actions that are required by the City of Durango to expand its interconnected network
of trails throughout the community over the coming decade.

One of the goals of this Plan is to define the major elements and programmatic objectives
for the trail system. To accomplish this, the findings, conclusions and recommendations of
the 2001 City of Durango Parks, Open Space and Trails Master Plan have been utilized as the
foundation for the new Trails Plan. This Plan suggests ways in which the 2001 Trails Master
Plan can be expanded, modernized and more thoroughly articulated in order to give
Durango the additional tools necessary to effectively expand and care for its community-
wide trail network. The Plan is designed to define elements of the trails program, describes
the community trail system, and offers strategies for expanding and maintaining the system.
Overall recommendations for trails are reiterated in the recommendations and
implementation section at the end of the Plan.

The adopted 2007 City of Durango Comprehensive Plan also served as a guide to the work of
this Plan, in particular Chapter 2: Vision, Chapter 8: Transportation Element, and Chapter 10:
Parks Recreation, Open Space and Trails Element.

, 3
“Residents of Durango have a wide selection of trails in the community, including paved
and unpaved bicycle and mountain bike, hiking and ski trails. These trails provide
transportation related and recreational benefits to many residents.”

Transportation Element, 2007 Comprehensive Plan
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5.2 TRAILS ELEMENT

‘5.2.1 SYSTEM OVERVIEW AND HISTORY
The City of Durango trail system is well developed, with approximately 95 miles of
interconnected hard surface and natural surface trails. In 2009, approximately 12 miles were
hard surface trails and 83 miles were natural surface trails.

The Animas River Trail (ART) is the centerpiece of the City’s hard-surface trail network. It
runs along the banks of the Animas River, linking together and providing easy access to
twelve city parks, hundreds acres of open space, the community recreation center, the
Durango public library, and a variety of other destinations. It is a recreational trail as well as
an important component of the City’s multi-modal transportation network, serving as the
spine of the City’s overall network of trails. It is used extensively by area residents and
visitors, including pedestrians, cyclists, in-line skaters, joggers, dog walkers, fisherman, and
an assortment of other users of all ages and abilities. In the 2001 Trails Master Plan, the City
envisioned an expanded trails network that would utilize the Animas River Trail as a “spine
route” and have both lateral connections and looped trails to offer recreation,
transportation and tourism benefits to the community. A substantial emphasis of the 2001
Trails Plan was the completion of the Animas River Trail, both north and south of the central
core of the community. The City has made great strides towards completion of the Animas
River Trail, with nearly 6.25 miles of trail having been completed by 2009.

In addition to the Animas River Trail, the Plan identified priority projects needed to achieve
a functional network of interconnected trails. Other hard-surface trails envisioned in the
2001 Plan included spur trails along Junction Creek, College Mesa, the Highway 160 East
Corridor referred to as the Safe Multi-Modal Aesthetic Regional Transportation (SMART 160)
Trail, the Lightner Creek/Hwy 160 West Corridor (also referred to as SMART 160), as well as
an assortment of separated grade crossings of U.S. Highway 550 and 160.

The community’s natural-surface trail system includes trails that pass through an
assortment of publicly and privately-owned properties. In excess of 83 miles of natural, dirt
single and two-track trails wind their way around Durango. A significant portion of this
system originated over a century ago as part of historic wagon routes and federal land
routes used to transport goods and services throughout the region. These routes were later
transformed to recreational routes as both motorized and non-motorized trail enthusiasts
became familiar with the area trails. More recently, in the later 1980s and early 1990’s the
mountain bike was introduced to the area as was a new generation of outdoor enthusiast
who have embraced the area trail system for a more passive, non-,motorized experience.

In 1990 Trails 2000 was established, and with it came a focused effort to organize, further
develop, and maintain the system of trails around Durango for non-motorized trail
enthusiasts. The natural surface trail system that exists in Durango as of 2010 is largely the
result of the efforts of Trails 2000 and its volunteers who have donated their time and
resources to ensure that the Durango area has a world class natural surface trail system.
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Figure 7 - Existing Trail System
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As part of the City’s overall multi-modal transportation network is an established system of
on-street bicycle routes and striped bike lanes. This system is shown on the following map.
In 2010 the City will complete its first multi-modal master plan, providing a guide to
updating the system of bike lanes and routes that will tie into the City’s existing and
proposed trail system. The overall connectivity provided by the City’s existing and planned
system of on and off-road bicycle and pedestrian facilities garnered Durango the designation
of a Silver Level Bicycle Friendly Community by the League of American Bicyclist in 2008.

Figure 8 - Existing Bike Routes and Trails
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